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SUBJECT: US ARMY PURCHASE OF BELGIAN MAG 58 MACHINE GUN 
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1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES TIMELY INEORMATION PROVIDED REFTELS 
ON TEMPORARY INJUNCTION RESTRAINING U.S. ARMY FROM SIGNING 
PROCUREMENT CONTRACT FOR MAG 58. 

2. TEMPORARY INJUNCTION HAS BEEN WIDELY REPORTED IN 
BELGIAN PRESS AND RADIO. TREATMENT OF MAREMONT CHARGES 
THAT MAG 58 WAS SELECTED AS PART OF COMPENSATION PACKAGE 
IN RETURN FOR BELGIAN SELECTION OF E-16 AND NOT ON ITS 
MERITS VARIES DEPENDING ON AMOUNT OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
TO OR BIAS OE COMMENTATOR. BELGIAN FRENCH LANGUAGE RADIO 
(RTB) STATED AS FACT THAT MACHINE GUN SALE WAS PART OF 

F-16 DEAL. E.J. LAURENT IN LA DERNIERE HEURE WRITES 
THAT DEEENSE MINISTER ASSURED HIM PERSONALLY THAT THERE 
WAS NO CONNECTION AND THAT SUCH A SUIT IS NORMAL 
AMERICAN PROCEDURE. HERMAN DE WULF IN HET LAATSTE NIEUWS 
COMMENTS THAT MAG 58 AND E-16 ARE TWO SEPARATE 
MATTERS,BUT THAT THEY ARE CLOSELY LINKED.HE NOTES 
THE MAREMONT WANTS TO SELL ITS OWN MACHINE GUN, BUT 
THAT A "NEW WIND HAS STARTED TO BLOW IN EUROPEAN-AMERICAN 
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U.S. RESPONSE TO EUROPEAN PROPOSALS EOR AN EXCHANGE 
OE ARMAMENTS. 

3. DEEENSE MINISTER'S ASST CHEE DE CABINET (LEEEBVRE) 

CALLED MAAG JULY 7 TO REQUEST ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. 
WE PROVIDED HIM AT ONCE WITH INFO CONTAINED REFTEL A, 

AND PROMISED HIM FURTHER INFO AS IT BECAME AVAILABLE. 

WE HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY FURNISHED HIM WITH INFO IN REFTEL B. 
LEFEBVRE WAS HIGHLY APPRECIATIVE. WE WILL FURNISH SAME 
INFORMATION TO MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 

4. MAAG HAS BEEN IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH DOD PROJECT 
OFFICE (MAJ.A. BISANTZ) AND HAS REQUESTED TO BE KEPT 
INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS BY MOST EXPEDITIOUS MENAS. 
BECAUSE OF MAJOR POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN BELGIUM OF 
MAG 58 SALE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CONTINUING 
TO KEEP US ABREAST OF DEVELOPMENTS AS SOON AS THEY OCCUR. 
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